
Cool Tools For Teachers 



                      Our  Goals: 

• To become familiar with Web 2.0 & why it matters  

  for the Jewish educator 

• To learn how to use a few basic tools 

• To learn where to find more resources 

• To take away resources that you can use 



Who are we?- A Quick Survey 

• Grades we teach 

• Subject matter 

• Internet usage? 



“…perceived second generation of web-based 
communities and hosted services — such as social 
networking sites, wikis, etc. — which facilitate 
collaboration and sharing between users.”  

      
 (wikipedia.com) 

Web 2.0 is collaborative 
     content creation 
     communal  
     conversational 
     choice 
     collective  

Web 2.0 



Web 1.0        Web 2.0 
Web as information source  Web as participation platform 

            Read        Read-write 

          Lecture      Conversation 

User pays attention                                      User has a voice 

Medium influences user         User influences medium 

             Elitist      Democratic 

“Web 1.0 was Commerce; Web 2.0 is People” 
                                                                                        Ross Mayfield, President, SocialText 



93% of teens are online 

64% of online teens create content 

55% of online teens have a social networking profile 

14% of online teens blog 

Why should this be 
important for us? 



The Basic Tools 

Social Networks 

Wikis  

Blogs 

Feed Aggregators/RSS 

Social Bookmarking 

Content Creation 

Podcasts 

Virtual Environments 



How do we use these tools in Jewish education? 

•  Productivity and professional learning 

•  Teacher tools for lesson creation and resource creation 

•  Student Tools for learning- interactive, collaborative, engaging 

• To learn new things 

• To interact and 
collaborate with others 

• To demonstrate new 
skills or new knowledge 



Productivity and Professional Learning: 

Social Bookmarking 

Information is the lifeblood of our work  

“E-mail is where knowledge goes to die”  
Bill French, April 22, 2003 

How do we access, store, organize, 
retrieve and share information? 

How do we share information 
with our colleagues? 



Social Bookmarking 



Social Bookmarking 

delicious.com/pliffgrieff 



RSS 

Productivity and Professional Learning: 

Organizational Tools- Feed Aggregators 





Productivity and Professional Learning: 

Organizational Tools- staying organized 



wikis 

• User - modified website 

• A communal workplace to 
• collaborate on projects or documents 
• store and share resources 
• store and share administrative docs 



http://bje-cooltools.wikispaces.com/ 



 Tools for Creating Materials: 

Free Tools for creating and 
editing graphics and audio 

files 



 Tools for Creating Materials: 

“48% of internet users have been to video-
sharing sites such as YouTube and the daily 
traffic to such sites on a typical day has 
doubled in the past year.” 

Content is Social! 

• Tagging 

• User comments 

• Content Communities 



Tools For Learning 

Free tools that engage 
the learner 
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